
Build Your Own Rain Barrel Stand!  

Prepared by Aaron Wilhelm, REEP RAIN, August 2013 

Benefits of a Rain Barrel Stand: 

 Makes the spout at the bottom of the rain barrel easier to reach 

 Makes it easier to get water from your rain barrel by using gravity 

to increase water pressure 

What You Need: 

Material Amount Approximate Cost 

2x4    8 feet Pressure Treated - $7, Cedar - $9, Composite – N/A 

4x4 8 feet Pressure Treated - $10, Cedar - $22, Composite – N/A 

Deck Board 8 feet Pressure Treated - $6, Cedar - $12, Composite - $24 

Deck Screws 32 $10 

End Cut Preservative (Sealer) 1 can $15 

Power Drill 1 - 

Saw 1 - 

Level 1 - 

24”x24” Patio Stone 1 $8 

Estimated Total Cost  Pressure treated- $56 

Cedar-$76 

Composite and pressure treated-$74 

Composite and cedar- $88 

Building Instructions for a Two Foot Tall Rain Barrel Stand: 

NOTE: Whenever you cut pressure treated wood, you should apply end cut preservative to the cut ends of 

the wood. The will help prevent moisture from entering the wood and increase the life of your stand. 

 

1. Cut the 4x4 into 4 pieces that are each 2 ft. long.  

a. These four pieces will make the legs of the stand. 

 

 

 

2. Cut the 2x4 into two pieces that are each 1 ft. 10 in. long and two more pieces that are each 1 ft. 6.5 in. 

long. 

 

3. Use screws to connect the 2x4 pieces to the 4x4 pieces to make the base of the stand as seen in the 

images below:  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4. Cut the deck board into four pieces that are each 1 ft. 10 in. long.  

a. These four pieces will make the platform that the rain barrel will sit on. 

b. Use screws to attach the deck boards to the base as shown in the images below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Place the patio stone under the downspout where you would like your rain barrel to be located. 

a. Ensure that the patio stone is level using a level tool – this is important as the stand will be 

located on top of the stone. 

 

 

6. Place the rain barrel stand on the patio stone. 

 

7. Set your rain barrel on top of your new rain barrel stand.  

a. Ensure the downspout is directed into the rain barrel. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Alternatives:   

 You can substitute a single piece of ply-wood for the deck boards to make the platform. 

 You can cut the legs to be as high as you would like the stand to be – However, depending how high 

you go you may need to reinforce the legs using 2x4s as shown in the figure below: 

 


